
June 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20
10:00 AM -1pm Farmers 
Market, GA Town Hall
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

21
6:00 PM -9, Girl's Night 
Out, GA Town Hall
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

22
6:00 PM Pricilla Cogan, 
*Double Time* Book Event, 
CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

23
9:00 AM -4 MMF-Jonathan 
Edwards workshop, Lee!
lanau School
11:00 AM -2, Strawberry 
Festival, Empire Methodist 
Church
8:00 PM MMF-Jonathan Ed!
wards Concert, Leelanau 
School

24
1:00 PM Soul Sunday Gold!
en Rule Presentation with 
Carrie Brown-Wolf, CBS

25 26 27
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

28
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

29
6:00 PM John Mitchell Book 
Event, CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

30
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Name

Street Apt.

City/State/Zip

Best time to contact me:

My Phone (           )

My email:

Payment Method:

 VISA              MC	  AMEX              DISCOVER

Card No. Expiration

Join the Cottage Book Shop Book of the Month Club!
Toll Free 1-800-303-6956   •   231-334-4223   •   info@cottagebooks.com   •   www.cottagebooks.com

—Our paperback book recommendation is sent to you each month.
—We email the coming month’s selection before we ship.  In the event that you have already read it, you may email us back and 
cancel for the month, or request a substitution.
—Gift these treasures to your best friend, relative, or yourself! 
—Only a $2 shipping charge per month.

CBS Book of the Month Club Selections
Here is a sampling of what the Club read in the past year:
June, 2006- Moloka’i
July, 2006-White Ghost Girls
August, 2006-Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian
September, 2006-Snow Flower and the Secret Fan
October, 2006-Glass Castle
November, 2006-History of Love

December, 2006-House of Fields
January, 2007-Leeway Cottage
February, 2007-Time Traveler’s Wife
March-2007 The World is a Kitchen
April, 2007-Piano Tuner
May, 2007-Water for Elephants

Twilight (Little Brown, 2005. $8.99 pap) by Stephanie Meyer is definitely one of today’s best novels for teens.  The main character, Isabella Swan, moves to a small 
town called Forks.  Bella meets some strange people in the town, but the strangest by far is Edward Cullen, a gorgeous boy who is quiet and reserved at school.  She 
wonders if there if a spark between them.  What Bella doesn’t realize is that the closer they become, the more her life is in danger.  This book is thrilling, suspenseful, and 
questions your opinions of fictional characters.  I would recommend it to anyone.  ~Adriane Rasmussen, 14 years old, enjoys reading and hanging out with friends.

In The Night I Flunked My Field Trip (Penguin, 2004. $4.99 pap) Hank Zipper meets a new 
friend when he goes on a field trip on a ship.  Hank has a great imagination and is always getting 
into mischief.  The captain puts the boys in charge of tying up the ship. Unfortunately Hank, who is 
dyslexic, is unable to read the knot book, and therefore can not tie up the boat correctly.  This leads to 
trouble. In the end, Hank tells his friend about his dyslexia and his friend shares his secrets that make 
him feel bad too.  Henry Winkler helps us know that it is alright not to be perfect because nobody 
is.  ~Colin Casey, a fifth grader from Granger, IN, loves to skateboard, snowboard and read, because it takes 
him on adventures.

Sign up for our monthly email recommendations on our website:
www.cottagebooks.com

Two novels with historical roots have left a tremendous impact on my emotions recently.  The first 
is The Book Thief by Markus Zusak, a tight novel narrated by the Grim Reaper during World War II 
in Germany.  The second, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne is a stark tale that occurs in 
Germany and Poland in the 1940s.  Nine-year-old Bruno is content and happy with his life of seeming 
advantage.  Their father, who is distant and absorbed by his job, forces the family to relocate to a town 
without other children.  One day Bruno does find a young companion to while away the long hours 
and lonely days.  Through this friendship, Bruno arrives at a fence that neither he nor you ever want to 
encounter.  ~Norm Dagen



July 2007
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:00 AM - Noon, Glen Ar!
bor Fire & Rescue Pancake 
Breakfast, Town Hall

6:00 PM Northport Band, 
GA Athletic Club lawn

2
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS

3 4
10:00 AM Flag Raising, Old 
Settler's Park
12:00 PM Glen Arbor Pa!
rade
4:00 PM Glen Lake Boat Pa!
rade
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

5

Cedar Polka Fest

5:00 PM Stuart Hollander, 
*Saving the Family Cottage* 
Book Event, CBS
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

6

Cedar Polka Fest

11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
6:00 PM JP Parrish Mystery 
Book Event, CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

7

Cedar Polka Fest

National Cherry Festival, TC

8

National Cherry Festival, TC

Cedar Polka Fest

9

National Cherry Festival, TC

11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS

10

National Cherry Festival, TC

9:00 PM Outdoor Film Festi!
val, Lake Stree Studios, at 
dusk

11

National Cherry Festival, TC

10:00 AM -1pm Farmers 
Market, GA Town Hall
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

12

National Cherry Festival, TC

10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

13

National Cherry Festival, TC

11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
6:00 PM Kathy-jo & Ed War!
gin Book Signings, CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

14

National Cherry Festival, TC

15
7:00 PM Dune Climb Con!
cert, TSO Brass Ensemble

16
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS

17
9:00 PM Outdoor Film Festi!
val, Lake Stree Studios, at 
dusk

18
10:00 AM -1pm Farmers 
Market, GA Town Hall
10:00 AM -4 GAWA Art 
Fair, Town Hall
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

19
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

20

Anchor Days, Empire

8:30 AM Book Discussion, 
*Big House* yarn Shop
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach
10:30 PM  - ??, Harry Potter 
Release Party, CBS

21

Anchor Days, Empire

9:00 AM Art Collage, TBA, 
Lake Street Studios, GAAA

22

Anchor Days, Empire

23
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS

24
9:00 PM Outdoor Film Festi!
val, Lake Stree Studios, at 
dusk

25
10:00 AM -1pm Farmers 
Market, GA Town Hall
11:00 AM Lynne Rae 
Perkins reads *Pictures 
from Our Vacation*, CBS
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

26
10:00 AM -4 Library Home 
Tour
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

27
9:00 AM Art Walk, TBA, GA 
Art Galleries
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

28
10:00 AM GA Fire Depart!
ment Open House
1:00 PM -9 Suttons Bay 
Jazz Fest

29 30

TC Film Festival

11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS

31

TC Film Festival

9:00 PM Outdoor Film Festi!
val, Lake Stree Studios, at 
dusk

1

TC Film Festival

10:00 AM -1pm Farmers 
Market, GA Town Hall
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

2

TC Film Festival

10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

3

Dunegrass M…tival, Empire

TC Film Festival

11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

4

TC Film Festival

Dunegrass M…tival, Empire

Suttons Bay Art Festival
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In his latest collection of poetry, Saving Daylight (Consortium, 2006. hdc $22), Jim Harrison 
draws the aficionado and the hesitant reader deep into his art.  This is not the poetry of high school 
and college literature classes.  The work is free from conventionality in form and subject.  Harrison’s 
poetry takes the reader to a new understanding of purpose, as in “Buried Time.”  Other poems of a 
shared experience elicit a smile of familiarity like in “Bars,” which must certainly reference a certain 
establishment in Lake Leelanau.  This collection of poems is the perfect summer gift.  ~Mike 
Plessner, summer resident and fly fisherman who also wants to review Wisp in the Wind: In Search 
of Bull Trout, Bamboo and Beyond.

Lynne Rae Perkins, our favorite Newbery Medal winner from Suttons Bay, has brought us another 
wonderfully creative picture book, Pictures from Our Vacation (HarperCollins 2007. hdc $16.99).  As in 
previous books, we glimpse a piece of her family’s life.  Lovely illustrations accompany this humorous story about 
a family vacation that didn’t go quite as anticipated.  With new cameras in hand, the children try to record their 
trip. They find, however, that photographs can’t really capture the warm vacation memories of shared experiences 
and family bonding.  Perkins delightful story will resonate with readers of all ages who have packed the family 
car and headed off on a summer vacation that didn’t go according to plan.  Luckily, we have memories and mind 
pictures to bridge those gaps.  Mark your calendar and be sure to attend a special Story Hour on Wednesday, 
July 25th at 11 am to hear Lynne read her stories and sign her books.  ~Jill Webb

Returning to Earth (Grove Atlantic, 2006. $24 hdc) brings Jim Harrison’s prodigious 
talents full circle.  Harrison returns to his beloved Upper Peninsula to further develop familiar 
characters as we witness a family dealing with the father’s impending death from Lou Gehrig’s 
disease.  As Donald shares untold stories of his family that intertwine rugged individualism, Na-
tive American tradition and Zen beliefs, we glimpse how his character has been formed.  When 
Donald plans his death, his family is propelled into a struggle to accept it and provide him with 
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the dignity to die as he lived.



August 2007
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30

TC Film Festival

11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS

31

TC Film Festival

9:00 PM Outdoor Film Festi!
val, Lake Stree Studios, at 
dusk

1

TC Film Festival

10:00 AM -1pm Farmers 
Market, GA Town Hall
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

2

TC Film Festival

10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

3

TC Film Festival

Dunegrass Festival, Empire

11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

4

TC Film Festival

Suttons Bay Art Festival

Dunegrass Festival, Empire

5

TC Film Festival

Dunegrass Festival, Empire

Suttons Bay Art Festival

6
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS

7
9:00 PM Outdoor Film Festi!
val, Lake Stree Studios, at 
dusk

8
10:00 AM -1pm Farmers 
Market, GA Town Hall
11:00 AM Karen Stanton 
reads *Papi's Gift*, CBS
7:00 PM -9, Library Book 
Preview Party, GA Town Hall
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

9

Glen Arbor Sidewalk Sale

10:00 AM -7, Library Book 
Sale, GA Town Hall
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

10

10-4, Port Oneida Fair

Glen Arbor Sidewalk Sale

11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
6:00 PM -8, Barns of Old 
Mission signing, Picking 
Music, CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

11

Glen Arbor Sidewalk Sale

10-4, Port Oneida Fair

7:30 PM Nobody's Darlin' 
Concert, Lake Street Stu!
dios, MMF

12 13
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS

14
9:00 PM Outdoor Film Festi!
val, Lake Stree Studios, at 
dusk

15
10:00 AM -1pm Farmers 
Market, GA Town Hall
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

16
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

17
8:30 AM Book Discussion, 
Leeway Cottage, yarn Shop
11:00 AM Pine Patch Story 
Hour, CBS
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

18

19 20 21 22
10:00 AM -1pm Farmers 
Market, GA Town Hall
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

23
10:30 PM -midnight, Lan!
phier Observatory, Lee!
lanau School

24
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

25

26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30 PM Beach Bards, Lee!
lanau School Beach

1
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Natalie Danford’s debut novel Inheritance (St. Martin’s Press, 2007. $23.95 hdc) distinguishes her as a master 
at timing.  Danford evidences an acute understanding of human functioning, and how it dulls under the stress 
of painful hidden secrets.  Olivia’s father dies and she knows nothing about his life in Italy or the reasons for his 
immigration.  She travels to a small Italian town, where everyone knows everyone else’s secrets, in search of the 
meaning of a deed found after her father’s death.  As a painful history is revealed, Olivia is freed to live a fuller 
loving life.  ~Barbara Siepker

1873 Hand-Colored Map of Leelanau County, 14” x 19”, $35.

Dana Sachs has deftly crafted If You Lived Here (William Morrow, 2007. $24.95 hdc), which is carried forward 
through two voices in alternating chapters.  Shelley Marino, after twenty years of marriage, becomes obsessed with 
fulfilling her dream of motherhood.  Her husband, who has had a previous marriage, is not sure he can endure 
the emotional challenge of fatherhood again.  Shelley befriends Xuan Mai, a Vietnam emigrant who has fulfilled 
the American dream, in Shelley’s effort at immersion in the Vietnamese culture.  Shelley asks Xuan to travel with 
her from North Carolina to Vietnam to adopt a boy.  When she arrives in Vietnam, Xuan must face the demons 

of her past and the reasons she left.  A quick read of compel-
ling interwoven stories makes it hard to put the book down.  
~Barbara Siepker

It’s rather easy to believe in miracles, evil forces and the power of redemp-
tion when you read Before I Wake (St. Martin’s Press, 2007. $21.95 hdc).  This 
book was brought to my attention by its editor, Harvey and Barbara Gordon’s 
daughter-in-law, when she visited the shop.  A hit and run accident leaves Sherry, 
an adored three-year-old only-child, in a coma.  In its wake, her family unravels.  
It becomes apparent that miraculous healings occur when people come in contact 
with Sherry, which brings about additional stress and unwanted media attention 
for the parents including dangers and dire consequences.  Bookseller Robert 
Wiersema has penned a powerful, original first novel which will be passed on 
by word of mouth.  ~Barbara Siepker
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Intertwining love and life stories are set against the backdrop of high powered 
Paris jewelry firms and diamonds in Sparkles (Plume, 2007. $14 pap).  Screen-
writer-novelist Louise Bagshawe skillfully unravels layers of betrayals, deals and 
undercutting within and between rival firms.  Beautiful designer jewelry and women 
are not exempt from the bloody business.  A page turning beach read filled with 
vibrant characters and lots of love lost, I predict this will become a film.  Can true 
love be found and sustained amongst the rogues?  ~Barbara Siepker



Summer 2007

the up north bookstore

COTTAGE
BOOK
SHOP

THE

www.cottagebooks.com

The Cottage Book Shop
5989 S. Lake Street
P.O. Box 115
Glen Arbor, MI  49636-0115

info@cottagebooks.com   •   231-334-4223   •   1-800-303-6956

Introducing a new summer format:  a calendar of events, to leave posted on your cottage, condo or home 
wall, detailing events to attend when you are ready to emerge from the woods and beach.  We look forward to 
another year of Pine Patch events on Friday evenings with you, thanks to our volunteers Chari Binstadt, Joanne 
Bender and Mary Higgins.  We also hope you’ll join us for a Harry Potter Party, Friday, July 20th; perhaps 
you’ll consider volunteering to help.  We are hosting three new book receptions for local authors:  Priscilla 
Cogan’s long awaited release will be June 22nd; John Mitchell’s book on Leelanau wooden boats will be June 
29th; Stuart Hollander’s Saving the Family Cottage will be held July 5th.   Lynne Rae Perkins will read her latest 
during story hour June 25th.

We have had a positive response from our monthly electronic newsletters which have had a recent face-lift.  
When you are ready to read in your busy schedule, you want a really good book.  Even in a shop our size, the 
process of selection needs narrowing and refinement, and we have heard from you that our reviews are helpful 
in this process.  Customers rave to us about the Book of the Month selections, included in the monthly e-news-
letter: Bonnie Nescott (Tim Barr’s wife) emailed us “I can’t thank you enough for letting me in on your book 
buying club. It certainly cut out my pre-vacation frenzy of ‘what to read.’”  Send us (info@cottagebooks.com) 
your email to receive our monthly newsletter.  Better yet, join the Book of the Month club and automatically 
receive a paperback book monthly at 15% off.  (Members notify us if they have already read the selection and 
do not wish it sent that month.)

We are finding more of you using the puppy paw discount system.  Though we no longer imprint paws on 
your receipts, there is an upgraded, self-serve file box, organized by customer Karen Girardy, to keep track of 
paws toward the discount.  After you have spent $60 on new books (and cards), your 6 paws noted in the file 
box earn you 15% off your entire next purchase of new books (and cards).  We have one family that is planning 
ahead and are banking their paws (so far 20) so they can cash them in on summer purchases.  Be sure to check 
the drawer to see that you have a card.

Thank you for reading with us.  Barbara Siepker, Jill Webb, Sue Wood and summer returnees Lauren Ponta, 
Codi Yeager, Peter Rivard and Emma Cook
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We Need to Talk about Kevin, Lionel Shriver’s novel about a 
teenage school sniper, still haunts me, so I was eager to read The 
Post-Birthday World (HarperCollins, 2007. hdc $25.95).  This 
is a lighter entertaining read, but with a similar in-depth character 
development.  A birthday dinner offers children’s illustrator Irina the 
prospect of new love.  Our heroine toys with dissolving a steady safe 
relationship for a passionate scary one with an internationally known 
snooker player.  Shriver utilizes a unique technique to progress the 
story line through alternating chapters of paths taken and not taken.  
Each choice is brilliantly explored with its trade-offs, ups and downs.  
~Barbara Siepker

Aryn Kyle’s debut novel, The God of Animals, (Scribner, 2007. 
$25.00 hdc) begins with the death of Polly Cain, an ordinary girl 
whose life blended into the daily fabric of Desert Valley, Colorado. 
Her classmate, Alice Winston, feels a connection to Polly while 
she struggles to fill the void left by her runaway sister, Nona. Alice 
comes to possess a near double-life – her own, working her father’s 
floundering ranch, and the life that Polly left behind. While dealing 
with her sick, absent mother, the woman who is taking her place, and 
trying to be a daughter worthy of her father’s love, Alice discovers 
the truth about secrets and the motives that drive people apart. A 
thought-provoking read, The God of Animals is hard to put down! 
~Codi Yeager

What better “beach read” than a story of deep friendships 
developed over years of summering on the shores of Long Island’s 
Fire Island?  Ann Brashares of The Traveling Pants series for 
young adults has now brought us an adult novel, The Last 
Summer (of You & Me), (Penguin, 2007. hdc $24.95).  Sis-
ters Riley and Alice through the years looked forward to their 
summer life at the ocean with their best friend Paul.  After a 
two-year absence Paul is back, they are all in their twenties 
and their relationships, complicated by family love and 
respect, are changing in ways 

none of them anticipated.  ~Jill Webb

Yasmin Crowther draws the reader into her strong 
debut novel, The Saffron Kitchen (Viking, 2007. 
$23.95 hdc) by exploring the ineffable ties that bind 
and the difficult paths toward reconciliation.  When 
Maryam Mazar arrived in London from Iran as a young 
woman, she was alone and haunted by dark secrets.  
Struggling to suppress them throughout her life, her 
efforts culminate in a tragedy involving her pregnant 
daughter and recently arrived nephew.  Maryam flees to 

Iran to face her secrets and reclaim her life.  Her daughter Sara eventually follows 
and learns to empathize with her mother’s suffering and to appreciate the differences 
in their cultures.  ~Barbara Siepker

In The Shadow Catcher (Simon & Schuster, 2007. hdc 
$25), author Marianne Wiggins explores the man behind the 
legend of Edward S. Curtis (1868-1952), famed photographer 
of the American West and Plains Indians.  In this historical 
fiction, Wiggins recreates herself as the narrator of this engross-
ing novel which interweaves the past story of Curtis and his 
complicated relationship with his wife, Clara, with her own 
present day attempt to come to closure with the loss of her 
father.  In both past and present stories Wiggins explores the 
sense of abandonment that comes with the loss of loved ones 
-- both physically and spiritually.  Against the backdrop of the 
American West and a fascinating account of Curtis’ life, she 
examines the complications of life and love, past and present, and the redemption 
that comes with finding peace within oneself.  ~Sue Wood

William Boyd writes with elegant and refined prose that is 
very forceful.  Restless (St. Martin’s Press, 2006. $14.95 pap) is 
an espionage thriller guaranteed to keep you on the edge of your 
seat.  Our St. Martin’s representative recommended it as the best 
she had read in a long time and both my husband and I made 
short work of it during our winter vacation.  Beginning in 1939, it 
traces the recruitment, training, love affair and dangerous work of 
Eva, a bold and bright female operative who worked with a small 
British Secret Service unit.  In 1976 she writes her story and passes 
it along to her daughter, who has no idea of her former life and 
the dangers she encountered, and the risky love affair she had with another spy.  
~Barbara Siepker

On Kingdom Mountain by Howard Frank Mosher (Hough-
ton Mifflin, 2007. hdc $24) is good light-hearted reading that 
takes place in a small northern Vermont village in the 1930s.  
Miss Jane Kinneson, book woman, wood carver and fisher-
woman, is involved in a court battle to save her mountain from 
a proposed highway.  Henry Satterfield’s biplane crash-lands 
on her frozen pond while looking for clues to the location 
of $100,000 in gold stolen during a Civil War bank rob-
bery and thought to be on Miss Jane’s land.  The suave, 
dapper Texan befriends Jane and works his way into her 
heart while keeping an eye out for the treasure.  These 
endearing, eccentric characters battling “progress” while 
trying to solve a mystery make for an entertaining novel.  
~Jill Webb


